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Froject Blbe 1s a cede designation for the comgtruction of an experinéntal
tank shop for the assembly =nd repuir of T-3/4 tanks. The instellatiop is

to be erected on the shore of Lake Tollcnse near Neubrandenhurg.| |
| | the designs for the project, which had beem oFder

Oy the rinistry of the Interior, were essentially completed by 17 Juns 1953,
The completion dute for the project was 31 December 1953. The “ichtenber;; I

Designs Bureau was only responsible for the designs of buildings o 2
(assembly ond repuir), Ho 8 (chemicel plcnt), No 17 (boiler hou i
No 26 (paint shop). |

The execution of Project Elbe was supervised by VP Fajnr Berndt, an ex-
captain of the former German Army. Berndt was tank insirvietor of the RvP
division in Lggesin before he became ordnance officer &% *“e Priemervald
Tank School F [the tank plates ware to .. deliverec b
the firm of Xranbau In Eberswalde, weaponsz and tirrets by the USSi; the
intorior equipment inclusive of radio equipnent by the administration of
Ezst Gerran nationalized radio and telecomrwunicustion engineering tirna.

The Soviet engineer had
LuuIIt-a—sImIIEr—t5ﬁK‘pIﬁﬁt‘Iﬁ‘StEITﬁ@FEH‘WHELh had been in operztion flor
several months. One of the main features of this installation was a
concrete road through part of the Volga River, on which tauxs wers %o e
tested as to their capability of crossing water. A similar road is schecaied
to be built in Jeubrandenburg from building No 2 through Lake Tollense
which is about 35 meters dietant from this shop.

| |Cogment. Information on Preject Hlbe was transmitted previcusly.

[ | while the previous
reports nentioned tre establishment of a KVP tank repair shcp, the pre:ent
report for the first time speaks of an experimental tank shop. This in-
formation could not be verified. On the basis of information availubla.
Projsct Tlbe may either involve the construction of

&. a KVP tank repair shop; :

b. an experimontal tank shop either of the Soviut Army or the XVp;

~ CLASSIFICATION SICRET/COYTROL - U.S. OfICIALS GILY

Approved For Release 2006/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200290024-0




<

Approved For Release 2006/01/1.2 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200290024-0

-

25X1

SECRAT/CONTROL - U.S. OYFICILLS ONLY
-2 -

c. & tank assembly plant with an attached repair shop exclusively
workine for the XVP. Major Berndt was kaown previously.
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